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Announcements

Réseau Documents d’Artistes - Opening Passages: Photographers
Respond to Chicago and Paris

Mutual Art - Opening Passages: Photographers Respond To Chicago And
Paris

Chicago Cultural Center
Loop | Chicago | lllinois | USA
May 04, 2024 - Aug 25, 2024

Patch - April 19, 2024 - Opening Passages: Artists Respond to Chicago
and Paris by Karla Sullivan

Villa Albertine presents a multisite photographic exhibition, plus lectures, conversations, and
workshops.
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Chicago, April 4, 2024 - Villa Albertine today announced Opening Passages: Photographers
Respond to Chicago and Paris, a multi-site exhibition featuring installations in non-traditional
venues and community spaces across the city: the Chicago Cultural Center (Loop), 6018|North
(Edgewater), BUILD Chicago (Austin), and Experimental Station (Woodlawn). Opening May 4, the
exhibition showcases ten photographers—five American, five French—whose work explores the
dynamic social landscapes of Chicago and Paris.

Today, the two sister cities are undergoing very similar processes of redefining their urban plans
and futures. The unique perspectives of the 10 participating photographers, whether
documentary or poetic, weave a new understanding of the issues and identities specific to each
metropolis.

Opening Passages is produced by Villa Albertine, the arts institution based in 10 US cities that
supports cultural exchanges between the US, France and beyond. Villa Albertine produces major
public events, offers residencies and grants for artists, thinkers, and creators across all
disciplines, and publishes the magazine States. This exhibition is part of Art Design Chicago, a
citywide collaboration initiated by the Terra Foundation for American Art that highlights the
city’s artistic heritage and creative communities. The exhibition is curated by Carl Fuldner.

The artists

United-States : Marzena Abrahamik, Jonathan Michael Castillo, zakkiyyah najeebah dumas-
o’neal, Tonika Lewis Johnson, and Sasha Phyars-Burgess.

France: Gilberto Giiiza-Rojas, Karim Kal, Assia Labbas, Marion Poussier, and Rebecca Topakian
Each American photographer selected for this project received creative grants or a residency in
France through Villa Albertine and Albertine Foundation, with Ateliers Médicis. The French
photographers were selected from among the laureates of the Regards du Grand Paris national
photographic commission.

The exhibitions

The Chicago Cultural Center, May 4 to August 25 | Main exhibition, featuring all 10 photographers

6018 North, May 4 to June 9 | Works from five artists on the theme of immigration through the
notions of work, diaspora and borders.

BUILD Chicago, April 29 to May 10 | Works by Sasha Phyars-Burgess and Karim Kal on
marginalized communities.

Experimental Station, May 4 to July 31 | Works from three artists on the on the relationship
between center and periphery, and each individual's connection to public spaces.

A signature feature of this multi-site exhibition is that each installation is curated to directly
resonate with the neighborhood where it’s being shown, with reflections on urban divisions,
cultural identity, immigrant experiences, waterfronts and green spaces, and the built
environment. The exhibition centers stories from the margins, forming a visual collage of life
within these two global cities.
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Opening Passages: Artists Respond to Chicago and Paris is organized by Villa Albertine in
Chicago, curated by Carl Fuldner in association with Pascal Beausse from the Centre national
des arts plastiques and Clément Postec from the Ateliers Médicis. It is supported by the Terra
Foundation for the American Arts, Albertine Foundation chapter in Chicago, the Department of
Cultural Affairs of the City of Chicago, the Institut Francais, the Alliance francaise de Chicago
and the France Chicago Center at the University of Chicago.

Francais a I’étranger - May 5, 2024 - Chicago : la Villa Albertine propose
une exposition de photographes francais et américains by Weena
Truscelli

Le projet « Opening Passages », de la Villa Albertine de Chicago, est une exposition multi-sites
qui présente du 4 mai au 25 ao(t 2024, le travail de dix photographes émergents, frangais et
américains, qui portent leur regard sur I’évolution urbaine et sociale de Chicago et Paris.

Le programme de résidence « Villa Albertine », lancé par le gouvernement frangais en 2021,
soutient la diffusion de la création francaise, ainsi que les échanges entre artistes francgais et
américains, dans différentes villes des Etats-Unis.

L'exposition « Opening passage », organisée par la Villa Albertine et qui présente dans
différents lieux de Chicago, le travail de dix artistes photographes américains et francgais, est
décrite comme offrant une réflexion sur « les divisions urbaines, I'identité culturelle, les
expériences des immigrants, les fronts de mer et les espaces verts, ainsi que I’environnement
bati, en centrant les histoires marginales et en formant un collage visuel de la vie au sein de ces
deux villes mondiales. »

L'exposition principale se déroule du 4 mai au 25 aoilt 2024 au Chicago cultural Center, et trois
autres espaces accueillent des oeuvres choisies pour leur résonance avec les quartiers ou se
situent les lieux d’exposition (6018/North, Build Chicago et Expérimental Station).

Photographes américains

I Marzena Abrahamik
9 Jonathan Michael Castillo
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1 zakkiyyah najeebah dumas o’neal
i Tonika Johnson
9 Sasha Phyars-Burgess

Photographes frangais

1 Gilberto Guiza-Rojas
Karim Kal
Assia Labbas
Marion Poussier
Rebecca Topakian
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The Visualist - May 4, 2024 - Opening Passages: Photographers Respond
to Chicago and Paris

@ 6018North

6018 N Kenmore Ave, Chicago, IL 60660
Opening Saturday, May 4th, at 6PM

On view through Sunday, June 9th

This exhibition is part of a multi-site photographic project featuring recent series by ten French
and American artists who engage with the historical and social dynamics at work in Chicago and
Paris. The photographs, whether documentary or poetic, allow each artist to reflect with
accuracy and subtlety the issues and identities specific to each city, as well as their differences,
similarities, and the ongoing transformations.

The Chicago Cultural Center hosts the main exhibition, featuring the work of all ten
photographers. The three other venues BUILD Chicago, Experimental Station, and 6018North
exhibit a subset of the artists whose work resonates particularly with the neighborhoods in
which these institutions are located and the communities they serve. Related events include
screenings, workshops, and conversations.

Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris is part of Art Design Chicago,
a citywide collaboration initiated by the Terra Foundation for American Art that highlights the
city’s artistic heritage and creative communities.

At 6018|North, the works of five of the ten photographers will be exhibited, exploring notions of
frontier, immigration, and diasporic identity.

Jonathan Michael Castillo and Gilberto Giiiza-Rojas focus on the notion of work, Rebecca
Topakian and Marion Poussier question the border or margin, and Marzena Abrahamik takes an
interest in the Polish community in Chicago. Each of them, in their own way, highlights multiple,
fragmented, or superimposed life trajectories. These works find a particular echo in the
Edgewater neighborhood, which is characterized by the cohabitation of communities of very
diverse origins.

MARZENA ABRAHAMIK - Return
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Born in 1978 in Tarndw, Poland; lives and works in Chicago.

Return is a visual research project that explores the ways in which the Polish diasporic identity
continues to re-imagine itself and negotiates the racial landscape of the United States.
Abrahamik’s images use symbols and icons associated with Polish life and traditions, such as
red poppies, swans, and portraits of the Catholic Pope, to delve into the complex processes of
cultural translation, where meanings are simultaneously stable and adaptable.

JONATHAN MICHAEL CASTILLO - Immigrant Owned

Born in 1982, lives and works in Chicago.

Throughout Chicago’s history, immigrants from all over the world have been a central part of the
city’s social, cultural, and economic landscape. Since 2017, Jonathan Michael Castillo has been
traversing Chicago and its suburbs, photographing the interiors of immigrant-owned shops and
the people who run them. In recent years, Chicago’s status as a “sanctuary city” has made it a
target for political attacks on the national stage. Castillo’s sensitive images counter these anti-
immigrant narratives, presenting a dignified, multi-dimensional vision of immigrant labor in
Chicago.

GILBERTO GUIZA-ROJAS - Territoire-Travail

Born 1983 in Bogota, lives and works in the Greater Paris area.

The Territoire-Travail (Territory-Work) series examines the process of professional training for
refugees in the Paris region. The photographic montages superimpose the original professions
with those being learned, highlighting the immense work of adaptation necessary for those who
go into exile to continue their life, in another country and another language.

MARION POUSSIER - On est la

Born in 1980 in Rennes, France; lives and works in Paris.

The various redevelopment programs of the banks of the Saint-Denis Canal in Paris have made
this changing territory a difficult space to inhabit. However, in these spaces undergoing a
process rationalization process, certain forms of life resist and oppose the uses to come. Bodies
assert themselves and gestures persist, like a claim to ownership of the place. The title of the
series On est la refers to the notion of “being there” that the artist wishes to capture.

REBECCA TOPAKIAN - (n=6-9)

Born in 1989 in Vincennes, lives and works between Yerevan, Armenia, and Paris

Halfway between a scientific undertaking and a poetic reverie, Rebecca Topakian’s series (n=6-
9) explores the Greater Paris area through exotic birds: the rose-ringed parakeets who escaped
from Orly airport in 1974 and have multiplied to over eight thousand. Working with ethologists,
the artist captures their flight using infrared photography and reproduces the images on large
silk panels. On each of them, she prints phrases taken from various social networks, revealing
how differences are perceived and the social inequalities this generates.

Read more about each artist, and explore the schedule of special events, here: Opening

Passages.
https://villa-albertine.org/events/opening-passages-photographers-respond-to-chicago-and-

paris/

Opening Passages: Artists Respond to Chicago and Paris is organized by Villa Albertine in
Chicago, curated by Carl Fuldner in association with Pascal Beausse from the Centre national
des arts plastiques and Clément Postec from the Ateliers Médicis. It is supported by the Terra
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Foundation for the American Arts, Albertine Foundation chapter in Chicago, the Department of
Cultural Affairs of the City of Chicago, the Institut Francais, the Alliance francaise de Chicago
and the France Chicago Center at the University of Chicago.

Villa Albertine

Launched in 2021 by the French Embassy in the United States, Villa Albertine is an arts
institution that supports cultural exchanges between the United States, France and beyond.
Present in 10 American cities, Villa Albertine offers innovative programming nationwide,
including 50+ residencies each year for artists, thinkers, and creators across all disciplines; a
series of cross-cultural dialogues and events; grants, resources, and incubator programs for
professionals in the cultural sphere; and a magazine “States”. Follow Villa Albertine on
Instagram, Facebook, X, and LinkedIn - villa-albertine.org.

Official Website

More events on this date

Tags: 6018NORTH, Chicago, Edgewater, Gilberto Gliza-Rojas, Jonathan Michael
Castillo, Marion Poussier, Marzena Abrahamik, Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to
Chicago and Paris, Rebecca Topakian

Choose Chicago - May 4, 2024 - Opening Passages: Photographers
Respond to Chicago and Paris

Opening Passages brings together ten photographic series by French and American artists that
survey the dynamic social landscapes of Chicago and Paris. American artists include Marzena
Abrahamik, Jonathan Michael Castillo, zakkiyyah najeebah dumas o’neal, Tonika Johnson, and
Sasha Phyars-Burgess, while the French are Gilberto Guiza-Rojas, Karim Kal, Assia Labbas,
Marion Poussier, and Rebecca Topakian.

This multi-venue exhibition also features site-specific installations in venues and community
spaces spread across the city, including 6018|North (Edgewater), BUILD Chicago (Austin),
and Experimental Station (Woodlawn). These various activations throughout the city feature
work that directly resonates with the neighborhoods where the venues are situated and speak
to the socio-cultural themes that structure the overall exhibition, which reflects on urban
divisions, cultural identity, immigrant experiences, waterfronts and green spaces, and the built
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environment. The exhibition centers stories from the margins, forming a visual collage of life
within these two global cities.

Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris is organized by Villa Albertine
in Chicago, curated by Carl Fuldner in association with Pascal Beausse from the Centre national
des arts plastiques and Clément Postec from the Ateliers Médicis. It is supported by the Terra
Foundation for the American Arts, Albertine Foundation chapter in Chicago, the Department of
Cultural Affairs of the City of Chicago and the Institut Francgais.

Opening Passages is part of Art Design Chicago, a citywide collaboration initiated by the Terra
Foundation that highlights the city’s artistic heritage and creative communities and Villa
Albertine’s City/Cité program that seeks to foster a multidisciplinary transatlantic conversation
on urban issues. Pairing metropolitan areas from both countries, it brings together diverse
stakeholders, including researchers, artists, architects, journalists, urban planners, community
activists, culture professionals, and political leaders.

Gallery Talk - Wednesday, May 8, 12-1pm
Join us for a Gallery Talk inside the exhibition Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to
Chicago and Paris at The Chicago Cultural Center.

Curators Carl Fuldner and Pascal Beausse (Cnap) will host a conversation between Jonathan

Michael Castillo, Gilberto Giiiza-Rojas, Tonika Lewis Johnson, Karim Kal and Marion
Poussier. The discussion will focus on documentary strategies for representing communities.

F-STOP - May 4, 2024 - Opening Passages @ Chicago Cultural Center

© Marion Poussier

Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris
May 4th - August 25th
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Gallery Talk: May 8th [12 -1 PM

“In conjunction with Art Design Chicago, the Chicago Cultural Centeris pleased to
present Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris. Opening
Passages brings together ten photographic series by French and American artists that survey
the dynamic social landscapes of Chicago and Paris. American artists include Marzena
Abrahamik, Jonathan Michael Castillo, zakkiyyah najeebah dumas o’neal, Tonika Johnson, and
Sasha Phyars-Burgess, while the French artists includes Gilberto Guiza-Rojas, Karim Kal, Assia
Labbas, Marion Poussier, and Rebecca Topakian.”

Chicago Cultural Center
78 E Washington St
Chicago, IL

Do312 - May 4, 2024 - Opening Passages: Artists Respond to Chicago
and Paris

Opening Passages brings together ten photographic commissions by French and American
artists that survey the dynamic social landscapes of Chicago and Paris. The artists presented
are Chicago-based artists Marzena Abrahamik, Jonathan Michael Castillo, zakkiyyah najeebah
dumas o’neal, Tonika Johnson and Sasha Phyars-Burgess, and Paris-based Gilberto Guiza-Rojas,
Karim Kal, Assia Labbas, Marion Poussier, and Rebecca Topakian.

This multi-venue exhibition also features site-specific installations in non-traditional venues and
community spaces spread across the city, including Experimental Station (Hyde Park), BUILD
Chicago (Austin), 6018North (Edgewater), and The Salt Shed (Goose Island). These various
activations throughout the city feature work that directly resonates with the neighborhoods
where the venues are situated and speak to the socio-cultural themes that structure the overall
exhibition, which reflects on urban divisions, cultural identity, immigrant experiences,
waterfronts and green spaces, and the built environment. The exhibition centers stories from the
margins, forming a visual collage of life within these two global cities.

Opening Passages: Artists Respond to Chicago and Paris is part of Art Design Chicago. The
exhibition is supported in part by the FACE Foundation, and is curated by Carl Fuldner.

Admission is FREE

Open Daily, 10am-5pm

Exhibitions close 15 minutes before the building closes
(Closed Holidays)

Plan Your Visit

Chicago Cultural Center
78 E. Washington St.
Chicago, IL 60602

Take CTA to Chicago Cultural Center
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Chicago Gallery News - May 8, 2024 - Opening Passages: Photographers
Respond to Chicago and Paris: Gallery Talk at the Chicago Cultural
Center

Chicago Cultural Center
78 E. Washington
Chicago, IL 60602

Save to calendar

Presented as part of Art Design Chicago
Exhibit Hall
May 4 - August 25, 2024

Opening Passages brings together ten photographic series by French and American artists that
survey the dynamic social landscapes of Chicago and Paris. American artists include Marzena
Abrahamik, Jonathan Michael Castillo, zakkiyyah najeebah dumas o’neal, Tonika Johnson, and
Sasha Phyars-Burgess, while the French are Gilberto Guiza-Rojas, Karim Kal, Assia Labbas,
Marion Poussier, and Rebecca Topakian.

This multi-venue exhibition also features site-specific installations in venues and community
spaces spread across the city, including 6018|North (Edgewater), BUILD Chicago (Austin),
and Experimental Station (Woodlawn). These various activations throughout the city feature
work that directly resonates with the neighborhoods where the venues are situated and speak
to the socio-cultural themes that structure the overall exhibition, which reflects on urban
divisions, cultural identity, immigrant experiences, waterfronts and green spaces, and the built
environment. The exhibition centers stories from the margins, forming a visual collage of life
within these two global cities.

Villa Albertine - 2024
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Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris is organized by Villa Albertine
in Chicago, curated by Carl Fuldner in association with Pascal Beausse from the Centre national
des arts plastiques and Clément Postec from the Ateliers Médicis. It is supported by the Terra
Foundation for the American Arts, Albertine Foundation chapter in Chicago, the Department of
Cultural Affairs of the City of Chicago and the Institut Francgais.

Opening Passages is part of Art Design Chicago, a citywide collaboration initiated by the Terra
Foundation that highlights the city’s artistic heritage and creative communities and Villa
Albertine's City/Cité program that seeks to foster a multidisciplinary transatlantic conversation
on urban issues. Pairing metropolitan areas from both countries, it brings together diverse
stakeholders, including researchers, artists, architects, journalists, urban planners, community
activists, culture professionals, and political leaders.

Gallery Talk - Wednesday, May 8, 12-1pm

Join us for a Gallery Talk inside the exhibition Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to
Chicago and Paris at The Chicago Cultural Center.

Curators Carl Fuldner and Pascal Beausse (Cnap) will host a conversation between Jonathan
Michael Castillo, Gilberto Giiiza-Rojas, Tonika Lewis Johnson, Karim Kal and Marion
Poussier. The discussion will focus on documentary strategies for representing communities.

Image: Karim Kal (self portrait), Tonika Lewis Johnson ©Nyjah Johnson, Marion Poussier ©Leila
Graindorge, Jonathan Michael Castillo ©Daniel Hud, Gilberto Giiiza-Rojas ©Julia Amarger

12
Villa Albertine - 2024


https://artdesignchicago.org/

Reviews

Chicago Sun Times - February 27, 2024 - Diversity of cultures and
perspectives reflected in new exhibits, events at Chicago Cultural Center
by Erica Thompson (extract)

The center has announced its eclectic lineup of exhibitions, concerts, dance performances, film
screenings, talks and other free events this spring and summer.

From May 4 through Aug. 25, attendees can also view 10 photos depicting places and reflecting
on identity and culture in “Opening Passages: Artists Respond to Chicago and Paris.” The multi-
venue exhibition stretches across several locations in the city, and features work from Chicago-
and Paris-based artists.

Immigrant owned, Yuzhen, Yummy Yummy Noodles, Chicago (Chinatown).” The photo can be
seen in “Opening Passages: Artists Respond to Chicago and Paris,” which runs from May 4
through Aug. 25 at Chicago Cultural Center. Jonathan Castillo

“We also strive to present art from all over the world,” Villafranca said. “And so any time that
Chicago artists can be in conversation with national and international artists, that’s also
important to [show].”

NewCity - May 3, 2024 - Today In Culture, Friday, May 3, 2024: History
Of House Music At Navy Pier | Collaboraction Building New Home |
Haven Theater Closing by Ray Pride (extract)

ART

“Opening Passages: Photographers Respond To Chicago And Paris” Starts Saturday
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A multi-site exhibition featuring installations in non-traditional venues and community spaces
across Chicago via Villa Albertine opens May 4: Chicago Cultural Center (Loop), 6018|North
(Edgewater), BUILD Chicago (Austin), and Experimental Station (Woodlawn) showcase ten
photographers—five American, five French—"whose work explores the dynamic social
landscapes of Chicago and Paris. The unique approaches of the photographers highlight the
historic processes of urban redefinition taking place in both cities with subtlety and accuracy.”
More here.

Chicago Tribune - May 28, 2024 - Top 10 for art in Chicago: Georgia
O’Keeffe to Art on the Mart in a 2024 summer of firsts by Lori Waxman
(extract)

An unusual number of firsts are taking place in Chicago museums this summer, from older artists
getting their due to under-examined histories being recovered to emergent talents making their
local debuts.

“Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris”: Dynamic social landscapes
are the chosen subject for the 10 artists — five American, five French — in this multisite exhibit.
Highlights include Sasha Phyars-Burgess’s efforts to teach traditional darkroom techniques to
residents in Clichy-sous-Bois, Marzena Abrahamik’s chronicling of Polish-Chicago migration in
reverse, and Rebecca Topakian’s research into the rose-ringed parakeets that entered France via
an airport cargo accident. Through Aug. 25 at the Chicago Cultural Center and other venues;
more information at artdesignchicago.org

Chicagomag - May 9, 2024 - An Art-forward French Connection by
Edward Robert Mccleland

A citywide exhibit explores immigration in France and Chicago — and how both have grappled
with new residents.

TRy
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Maria, Miranda’s Salon, Chicago (Pilsen) - 2018

The French are back in Chicago. In the most Gallic scene in the city since the days of DuSable,
or perhaps of Marquette and Joliet, men greeted one another with pecks on the cheek, the crowd
sipped wine and ate brie spread across soft medallions of spongy bread, and a representative
from the French consulate circulated through the crowd, greeting everyone in her native
language.

The occasion was last Saturday night’s opening of a photo exhibit, “Opening Passages:
Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris,” which features images, and artists, from both
sister cities. The site was 6018|North, a rundown mansion at 6018 N. Kenmore Ave. which has
been converted into a community art and environmental advocacy space.

What exactly do Chicago and Paris have in common, besides being founded by the French? Both
have attracted immigrants from all over the world. “Opening Passages” is a citywide exhibit, with
photos on display at the Cultural Center, but immigration was the theme of the work on display
at 6018|North, since Edgewater has such a large foreign-born population: Somali, Ethiopian,
Nigerian, Bosnian, to name a few nations represented by restaurants there. Specifically, said
Axelle Moleur, cultural attache of the French Consulate, Chicago resembles Clichy, Hauts-de-
Seine, a northern suburb of Paris where a third of the residents were born outside France, mainly
in Africa. It’s a timely exhibit, given Chicago’s current struggles to integrate tens of thousands of
migrants from South America.

“We are working with an institution based in the Greater Paris area, which is called the Atelier
Médicis in Clichy, which is a city at the north of Paris, which is in the poorest area of France,”
Moleur said. “So it’s kind of experiencing the same issues as the South Side of Chicago, of
course, a lot of similarities but differences - not so many guns. Integration, for instance, a lot of
social and racial tensions. We’ve been connecting institutions and communities and artists from
both areas for several years. And we name this program Clichycago, which is a contraction of
these two places.”

Moleur pronounced our city’s name as “Shee-cah-go.” Since the French originally named
Chicago, maybe that’s proper.
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Rebecca Topakian, a French-Armenian artist, was flown into Chicago for a week to open the
exhibit — her first time in the city. Her contribution was a pair of textile murals representing
parakeets, which hung from the ceiling’s exposed timbers. In France, parakeets are scorned as
“invasive species” — much like foreigners. Topakian translated the legend on each mural for me,
and explained the connection between birds and immigrants.

“So this one says, ‘it’s another family to feed’ (c’est une famille de plus a nourrir),” Topkapian
said. “This one says, ‘what does invasive mean?’ (mais qu’est-ce du’invasif veut dire?) So
basically, | made a parallel between how people perceive parakeets and immigrants because
they’re exotic and considered invasive, and people perceive it in a very negative way. Some
[parakeets] were imported and they escaped from the airport, and they’re bred and then people
say they eat the other birds’ food and kill squirrels and this kind of thing. And then | (asked) a
scientist and they said that actually, no, they’re not dangerous for other species. But people
perceive them like this because they’re exotic. You wonder, what are they talking about, birds or
about humans?”

Jonathan Michael Castillo is a Chicago artist whose contribution is a series of photographs of
immigrant businesses: a Jewish butcher shop in Rogers Park, a Palestinian bakery in Palos Hills,
a Chinese restaurant in Des Plaines, a laundromat in Little Village, a salon in Pilsen. On a wall
was projected a video Castillo took in the kitchen of Badou Senegal, a restaurant on Howard
Street.

Gilberto Giiza-Rojas, a Colombian-French photographer, recorded immigrants performing
manual labor in Clichy - mixing cement, cleaning houses. In the photo on display at 6018|North,
an immigrant wields a vacuum cleaner inside a fancy apartment.

| asked the French if they were aware of their country’s influence on Chicago. We’re not as
French as New Orleans, or even Detroit, but our law and financial district is named La Salle
Street, after the explorer who descended the Mississippi River.

“There is a French history in the U.S.,” Moleur asserted. “The British won, but there is something
French here, and it is interesting to have Jean Baptiste Pointe du Sable as the founder.”

Marion Poussier, another photographer here for the week, was less aware of the Chicago-France
connection. She hadn’t heard of Marquette, Joliet, or La Salle, but when | mentioned du Sable,
she brightened.

“Ah, that is why it is Du Sable Drive,” she said.
Exactly.
The exhibit at 6018|North is open from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays, until June 9. The main

“Opening Passages” exhibit is on the fourth floor of the Cultural Center until August 25. Visit,
and celebrate Chicago’s French connection.
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Newcity - May 30, 2024 - Villa Albertine's Long Reach: A Review of
"Opening Passages-Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris" by
Susan Aurinko

Jonathan Michael Castillo, “A Plus Items and More, Chicago (Kilbourn Park),” 2022, archival
pigment print/Photo:Jonathan Michael Castillo and Villa Albertine

Villa Albertine has created a multi-location exhibition at several venues in Chicago in which ten
emerging photographers respond to Paris and Chicago-the urban similarities and differences
between the two cities. Curator Carl Fuldner, and associate curators Pascal Beausse from Chap
and Clement Postec from Ateliers Médicis, have gathered the artists and given them a brief to
"explore the dynamic social landscapes of Chicago and Paris," each in his or her own way. The
didactic information for the exhibition is clear, the artists are to "offer reflections on urban
divisions, cultural identity, immigrant experiences, waterfronts and green spaces and the built
environment. Each of the artists has a novel approach to the brief, but all the work is interesting
and worth experiencing. The exhibition | will be referring to is at the Chicago Cultural Center,
but there are also works by the same artists at 6018 North, BUILD Chicago and Experimental
Station. The goal, says Villa Albertine, is "to foster greater transatlantic dialogues among the
artists and fruitful exchanges with the public.

Tonika Johnson, Lauren from “Belonging” series/Photo: Tonika Johnson
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An image by Chicago's own Tonika Lewis Johnson, the first American recipient of the Regards
du Grand Paris, opens the exhibition. Three young men pose at the Chatelet Metro station in
Paris, regarding the photographer levelly, without emotion. In another image of Johnson's, an
equally disaffected woman sits in her apartment in La Courneuve. French artist and journalist
Assia Labbas has cleverly mounted transparencies in long horizontal shadowboxes flanking a
projection onto a screen in an impressive and engaging display. Chicagoan zakkiyyah najeebah
dumas-o'neal presents a series of peaceful, large- scale images of Lake Michigan, interspersed
with images from her family's history. Jonathan Michael Castillo, who was born in L.A. and now
lives and works in Chicago, photographs immigrant-owned shops across the Chicago area. The
images portray both the owners and their merchandise - clearly showing that persistence and
motivation to create and maintain these shops is truly something to be proud of.
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Assia Labbas, installation view of “RER B-ANLIEUES” at Chicago Cultural Center, 2024/Photo:
Susan Aurinko

Marzena Abrahamik, who was born in Poland and now lives in Chicago, has created collages that
do not address her heartbreaking ten-year separation from her mother who, when Abrahamik
was five years old, fled Communist Poland to seek work in the United States. Rather, her collage
“Return,” in this exhibition, explores the reverse phenomenon—people who emigrate back to
Poland at retirement for healthcare and to be with family who are still there. In a powerful
installation, French artist Rebecca Topakian has framed multiple series of feathers from rose-
ringed parakeets, which are native to Sub-Saharan Africa, but ultimately ended up in Paris
through a cargo accident at Roissy- Charles-de-Gaulle airport in the 1970s. Taking a cue from
the sometimes-derogatory language of the internet, she likens the transplanted birds to other
immigrants, those who “don’t belong here.”

There are also works by Marion Poussier, Gilberto Giiiza-Rojas, Karim Kal, Sasha Phyars-
Burgess. The concept is interesting, to say the least, and the idea of spreading the work
throughout four venues in various demographic areas shows that Villa Albertine brilliantly
follows through on its mission.

“Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris” is on view at Chicago
Cultural Center through August 25; at 6018/North, 6018 North Kenmore, through June 9; at
BUILD Chicago, 5100 West Harrison, through May 10; and at Experimental Station, 6100 South
Blackstone, through July 27. More information here.
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Sixty inches from center - June 12, 2024 - Look Longer: Reflections on
Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris by
Jackson Roach, Mrittika Ghosh

Ghosh and roach go on a journey across the city to a multi-venue and multi-neighborhood
project Opening Passages that de-centers the Loop as the main hub for cultural creativity in
Chicago.

Image: Installation view in a corner of the Chicago Cultural Center. On the left wall of the
image are three of Marion Poussier’s photographs from On est 1a (2021), and the adjacent wall
are four of zakkiyyah najeebah dumas o’neal’s photographs of Lake Michigan, with four more

mounted on platforms on the ground. Poussier’s photographs are three scenes from beside the

Canal St. Denis, and dumas o’neal’s are close-ups of light hitting the lake in varying hues.

Courtesy of Villa Albertine.

#5% TERRA

(‘*(1. FOUNDATION FOR AMERICAN ART

This article is presented in conjunction with Art Design Chicago, an initiative of the Terra
Foundation for American Art that seeks to expand narratives of American art with an emphasis
on the city’s diverse and vibrant creative cultures and the stories they tell.

“A city is first people and other life forms inhabiting a space together,” says Opening
Passages co-curator Pascal Beausse. Framing cities as a clustering of life forms brings up large
questions about urban life: what does it mean to inhabit a big city while transforming it? What
can we make of interdependency that inevitably emerges with the organization of life? How can
we sensitively interact with each other and our surroundings? These questions, among others,
are a starting point for the work in this trans-Atlantic group exhibition, a collaboration between
Villa Albertine, Ateliers Médicis, and CNAP (Centre National des Arts Plastiques).
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Opening Passages: Photographers Respond to Chicago and Paris is an exhibition of five French
and five American photographers across four Chicago venues. The American photographers who
explore these questions are Marzena Abrahamik, Jonathan Castillo, zakkiyyah najeebah dumas
o’neal, Tonika Lewis Johnson, and Sasha Phyars-Burgess. The French artists include Gilberto
Giiza-Rojas, Karim Kal, Assia Labbas, Marion Poussier, and Rebecca Topakian.

Transcription of audio interview with co-curator Pascal Beausse recorded by Jackson
Roach: “Our cultures, our city likes to imagine that there’s center and a periphery. We
need to rethink it. | mean, everywhere, it’s the center of the world. Everywhere, a very
specific life form is trying to establish its life and to make connections with other lives
and to live peacefully. It’s the center of the world.”

From a logistical standpoint, seeing this exhibition in its entirety requires traveling from one end
of Chicago to another—in addition to the large Cultural Center exhibition, there are also works
installed at 6018 North in Edgewater, BUILD Chicago in Austin, and Experimental Station in
Woodlawn. A tenet of the exhibition is to challenge the notion of a cultural “center” in the city,
made evident by the decision to make all four venues free and accessible to various
neighborhoods on the outskirts of Chicago. It isn’t just in theory that we should de-center
conventional spaces like large museums and galleries when exhibiting art, but in practice. As
much as the Loop and its many beautiful art spaces are building blocks of Chicago’s cultural
landscape, Villa Albertine and Atelier Médicis demonstrate that an experimental space in
Woodlawn, a community nonprofit in Austin, or a renovated home/gallery space in Edgewater
could (and should) be treated equally as artistic hearts of the city.

While the three satellite venues feature only some overlapping artists, certain themes about
urban life echo throughout the ambitious exhibition, creating dialogue between two diverse,
sprawling cities in Opening Passages. This piece is divided along three of those throughlines,
and incorporates interview clips as well as other sonic elements embedded throughout
incorporating French language.

Transit/Mouvement

Field recording by Jackson Roach: riding the Red Line from South to North Side of
Chicago.

After attending a panel featuring Parisian photojournalist Assia Labbas and Chicago-based
artists Tonika Lewis Johnson and zakkiyyah najeebah dumas o’neal having illuminating
conversations about movement and change through their respective cities, | hopped on the Red
Line from Garfield Station to the end of the the north side for errands in Little India. | sat in the
train for nearly forty minutes, as Labbas did on the RER-B, the Parisian train that runs the length
of the city from north to south. In her installation RER B-ANLIEUS (on view at the Cultural Center
as well as Experimental Station), Labbas presents the train line as an “axis that reflects the scale
of the region’s socio-economic disparities.” The slideshow she creates using photographs taken
in peripheral neighborhoods of Paris is mounted on the walls in retro Kodachrome slides as well
as projected onto a screen accompanied by the voices of riders discussing their journeys.

Transcription of audio interview with artist Assia Labbas recorded by Jackson
Roach: “So the train, you see the windows of the train, they look like the frame of a slide.
Basically, the project is [exploring] when you take the train, you always see the same
landscape, obviously, because it’s always taking the same road. And when you look at
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the television, you always see the same images about the suburbs and the type of
population who live there. So | wanted to slow down. And that’s why in the documentary,
pictures are going slowly and slowly. And also [adding] other images like the
neighborhood or parks, just basic stuff that is not extraordinary, but just daily life. What
| wanted to do is change the image that there is, to show something else, to show another
image that we don’t see usually on television.”

Image: Installation view, RER B-ANLIEUS,2021. A man just finished adhering a poster of Assia
Labbas’ RER B-ANLIEUS onto a brick wall along the outer perimeter of Experimental Station,
Woodlawn. The piece looks like a strip of film for a Kodak carousel projector, with vignette-
style photographs from different locations in Paris along the RER-B train line as the slides.
Courtesy of Villa Albertine.

Similarly, Karim Kal’s work is framed by a train line, but shifts the focus away from people and
onto the infrastructure and built environment on the outskirts of the Parisian landscape. If
Labbas’ gaze is out (through the train’s windows), Kal’s is in (through the brutal structures of the
exurbs onto the dark voids they frame). He casts life with an uncanny atmosphere with his large-
scale, enigmatic photographs of stations and their features, including security cameras
and Parisian hostile architecture following the Ligne D. His photographs bring us into a sense of
eerie, empty darkness not often associated with a bustling city. There is an opacity to the void-
like darkness framed by train tunnels, platforms, or desire paths. The thread of a city is, to some
extent, always hidden from us—everything conceals something else. He says, what interests him
in his work is our “collective responsibility to create spaces for people to live.” With one series
of five photographs in the Cultural Center exhibition, more of Kal’s work is also installed at BUILD
Chicago, in Austin.

Transcription of audio interview with artist Karim Kal recorded by Jackson Roach: “I
tried to produce something like a mysterious representation with a kind of poetry, but
also a kind of inquiétude [discomfort]. | like the idea that I’'m not showing everything, that
it’s a kind of photography that doesn’t reveal, it’s a photography that makel[s] a bit of
darkness.”
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Image: Installation view, Karim Kal, Ligne Dée (2017). Five large black-and-white photographs
with images of and around stations on the outskirts of Paris. Above, one of Rebecca Topakian’s
silk flags is hung from the ceiling. On the adjacent left wall is a glimpse of Gilberto Giiiza-
Rojas’ collages. Courtesy of Villa Albertine.

Rebecca Topakian’s work encourages us to look upin the rush of the city. Her series,
named (n=6-9) referencing the enzyme that gives the parakeets of Paris their particular bright
color, is printed on silk flags and hung above the exhibition. These art pieces were produced
during the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, and are fuzzy pictures of “invasive” Parisian
parakeets printed onto silk flags and hung from the ceiling. It would be easy to miss her work if
one doesn’t take the time to look above, and it takes a moment to discern what the pictures are
of, given that the parakeets are blurred by motion. In the peculiar citywide stillness, she noticed
a nesting colony of birds just down the block from her apartment and began to photograph them.
The parakeets and other nonhuman ecology of the city continued onward, without regard for the
borders and restrictions inherent to human uses of space. In such a fraught moment for
humanity, Topakian’s turn to document the movements of other life forms, with whom we share
space, shows how much the city is in motion, even if we are still.

Transcription of audio interview with artist Rebecca Topakian recorded by Jackson
Roach: “Scientists who studied birds try to understand their perception of territory by
putting on them a very human vision of territory. That is a vision where you have to fight
or be in competition for your territory. And it’s not the same for birds. They’re very okay
with respecting each other. So it’s a very different perception of territory compared to
humans. Nature doesn’t really care about [possessiveness].This is ours. This is yours.
They find a way to live together.”

Travail/Work
Field recording by Jackson Roach: installation at the Chicago Cultural Center.

“One subject is shown to have previously been a journalist holding a microphone as
if interviewing a ladder, now being trained as a construction worker. This
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transformation from someone whose work was once highly visible to one whose work
falls into what Giiiza-Rojas describes as “invisible” is particularly striking.”

Meétro, boulot, dodo is a cheeky French idiom akin to ‘another day, another dollar,’ specific to
the working-class Parisian experience. Translated, the rhythm of wurban life
is métro/subway, boulot/a job or a gig, dodo/baby-talk for going to sleep. The representation of
work life or hustle in Paris is depicted in Gilberto Gliiza-Rojas’s series Territoire-Travail/Territory-
Work, which consists of five collages. Each features an image of migrants taking on new trades
at Afpa, a vocational training center outside the city. Superimposed on these portraits is an
image of the same subject performing gestures of the job they had before arriving in Paris and
their need to take up a new trade, which is often an “invisible” profession.

Transcription of audio interview with artist Gilberto Giiiza-Rojas recorded by Jackson
Roach: “Et donc, par la suite, ca fait plus de dix ans que j’ai photographié les gens qui
ont des métiers qui les rendent invisibles. Donc, qui sont des métiers plutét manuels et
souvent pas qualifiés et assez précarisés. Et donc, depuis le début, je me suis dit que je
voulais construire des images avec les gens. [And so...for ten years, | have photographed
people who have jobs that render them invisible, which are often manual labor and
precarious jobs. So then, from the beginning, | told myself that | wanted to build images
with human subjects.]”

Gliza-Rojas’ use of collage and staging innovatively layers the different professions of his
subjects, and by extension, the different identities and lives they’ve held across their migratory
trajectories. One subject is shown to have previously been a journalist holding a microphone as
if interviewing a ladder, now being trained as a construction worker. This transformation from
someone whose work was once highly visible to one whose work falls into what Giiiza-Rojas
describes as “invisible” is particularly striking. This series honors the individuality and the
complexity of their journeys beyond their work which keeps the city functioning.

Image: Installation view of three of Gliiza-Rojas’ pieces from Territoire-Travail (2018). From left
to right, one is a picture of a man performing janitorial work inside a building with one hand
and working on a laptop with the other; the second is a man in a construction hat at a
construction site, staged to look like he is working on a red lamp as an electrician; the third is a
man in a neon construction vest and hat holding a large microphone up to a ladder. Courtesy
of Villa Albertine.
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On the American side, Jonathan Castillo’s work also explores how migrant subjects make their
way through work and environments in a new city, specifically photographing business owners
throughout Chicago’s diverse neighborhoods. His portraits are set against intensely colorful
backdrops of eclectic shops and restaurants that are typically crammed with culturally specific
goods (Ukrainian and Polish flags in one; saris from Devon Ave in another; boxes of fortune
cookies in the back of a restaurant). We can feel the earnestness with which these businesses
are built, and see the tangible pieces of their own cultures that are manifested in their American
entrepreneurial endeavors, much like how Territoire-Travail brings to the forefront the
implications of work as a migrant in both cities.

Transcription of audio interview with artist Jonathan Castillo recorded by Jackson
Roach: “When | started the project, | initially kind of thought that | was doing it because
we’re going to be losing this. We’re going to lose all these small businesses. And | wanted
to photograph them, but the more time | spent doing it, the more | realized that’s not the
case. We're not losing these small businesses. They just kind of go in cycles, you know?
Like, you get people that open businesses because this is a way to have autonomy, care
for
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